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AND TRANSMITTING ELECTRONIC AUCTION INFORMATION 
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1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates generally to electronic commerce end 
more perdculerty to conducting en interactive suction over en electronic 
network. 

2. Description of the Related Art 

Auctions usustfy tske the form of e physical gathering of bidders 
assembled together within en euctlon house. Auctions presenting more 
vekiebfte. collectible merchandise, such as en, coins end emiques, ere 
often preceded by prspor stlon of e catalog of merchandise, circulated to 
Interested parties in advenes of the gathering et the euctlon house, 
where bidding by those physicelly present wffl take place. For euctions 
of more mundene items, such as household possessions, estate soles 
end the like, the interested bidders simply appear at the eppointed time 
end place end bid on merchandise In which they are Interested. 

Traditional euctions requiring e bidder's physical presence 
disadvantageous^ require that the merchandise lots up for ssle be 
evatleble at the euctlon venue for inspection by the bidders end 
subsequent pickup by the successful bidders. For many types of 
merchandise It would be far eesier for both buyer end seller to leave the 
inventory at its original source end ship purchssed items to the 
successful bidders st the end of ths auction. Moreover, physlcsl 
euctions have the still further disadvantage that only one item may be 
auctioned at a time. The auctioneer solicits bids from the floor for e 
given lot, but once the highest bid hes been accepted, the lot is closed 
end the next lot brought forward. This sequentiel processing combined 
with the finite emount of time evallable to e gathered group Is Inherently 
limiting because multiple lota cannot be auctioned simultaneously to the 
seme group of people during their limited period of evelleMOty. 
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Some changes In bidding requirements have mads traditional 
auction* somewhat mora convenient for bidders. Many auction firms 
allow bidden to submit their bids in advance of the auction. Advance 
bidding may be dona by mall as a convsnisnce to the bidders so that 
6 thay do not neve to be physically present at the auction. Also, the 

advent of the telephone and facsimile machine allowed bidders to submit 
bids In near real-time during the course of en auction. These 
technologies free the bidder from being physically present at the auction, 
thereby saving time and trevel expense. To incorporate these 
10 technologies into the traditional auction format, representatives of the 
auction firm receive telephone or fecsimJIe bids from their clients and 
alert the auctioneer of these new bids. Similarly, the representatives 
may relay information about the current bid Items, such as the current 
high bid, back to the telephone bidders. 



Bidding by man or facsimile suffers a slgnMcam disadvantage as 
compared to bidding in person or by telephone because the meUng or 
faxing bidder hes no opportunity to increase a bid m quick response to 
competitiva bids received from the floor or by telephone. Moreover. 
20 etthough telephone bidding aitows the bidder to evoid trevel expense and 
inconvenience, traditional auctions may be scheduled at inconveniem 
times for many remote bidders. Also, because of the large number of 
items or lots sold in a typical auction, which can number In the 
thousands, it is Impractical for a telephone bidder to stay on the fine for 
26 a two to eight hour period In order to be present when the few lota in 

which the bidder has an interest come up for sale. The tots In which the 
telephone bidder is interested may be scattered throughout the lengthy 
traditional auction. Time zone differences further diminish the appeal of 
telephone bidding for an international potential customer base. 



Att of these limitations and dlaadvameges of physical auctions, 
•ven when telephone bidding or bidding by facsimile Is permitted, serve 
to discourage a large number of bidders end ultimately leeds to lower 
sefflng prices to the economic detriment of the auctioneer and i 



Electronic auctions held over the Internet using electronic mafl (E- 
maH) have provided a minor Innovation as compared to more traditional 
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physical options. In E-mail suctions, an auction catalog Is electronically 
mallad to paopia interested In bidding. Subsequently, bidders submit 
thair bids on individual lota to an auctioneer via E-mafl. The auctioneer 
reads the electronic mail bids and enters them In e database of bids. 
8 When the auction doses, the euctioneer notifies the winning bidders, 
usually via electronic mafl, and ships the merchandise to the winning 
bidders. 

There ere several disadvantages to E-mail auctions. First a human 
10 auctioneer is required to prepare the auction catalog and to reed and 
process the electronic mail bids. This takes a considerable amount of 
effort in a large auction. Secondly, it Is dffftcutt to keep the bidders 
updated as to the currant high bids on the various items. Electronic man 
on moat large public networks, such ss the internet, is lower priority 
15 traffic than most meaning it can take several hours for bids to reach the 
auctioneer and for bidding updates to reach the bidders. Thirdly, as the 
auction closing draws near, the volume of bide may prohibit the 
auctioneer from sending out high bid information to the bidders because 
of the time involved in reading the electronic mall bide and in entering 
20 them into the bid database. 

A recant innovation applied to E-mail auctions is the use of the 
Memet'a World Wide Web (WWW) facility to poet descriptions of the 
merchandise end show the current high bids. This innovation provides 

25 the advantage of eliminating the need to electronically mail bidding 

updates to bidders. And since WWW traffic la much higher priority on 
the internet, bidders suffer less of a time lag in eeatng updated Web 
pages. However, e human auctioneer Is still involved end is required to 
manually process the electronic mail bids, enter them into the bid 

30 database, and to update the World Wide Web pages with current Mgh 
bid Information. 

Seles firms other than auction houses have also used the 
tnternef e World Wide Web fediity to post dsscriptions of their 
35 merchandise and to offer the morchancflse for ssle at a sat price. These 
systems are automated and are capable of accepting en order from a 
customer by having that customer ftt out en online order form. This 
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phirelity of customers eonmend to • centra eomputar of . computor 
"•two* and variou. maana for conducting tlmpl. tranaactlona 
"here a buyer purehe^ „ it. m „ th. tafd price. Aaagnxip. thou 
P«enta do not cftcta. th. mMn. for conducting atectronic luctioo, or 
any aalea format other than a simple or -straight" aele. 

°""!;; r *™ ter U f ' PTOm - No - 4.789.928. dtodo*. . maana for 

1 T 9 ! ^ " •' #Ctr ° n,C network bld *»» that ramot. to 
the rtte of a live auction. This ayatam record, bide from remote bidders 
and slmultan.ou.ty tranamita the current high bid from th. floor of the 
physical auction to the terminate of tha ramote bidder*. However, thl. 
patent doe. not dlsdose or suggest the concept of an electronically 
conducwd auction including a maana for automatically doalng the 
auction under certain condmona and without benefit of a live human 
auctioneer. Furthermore, this patent falls to disclose or suggest e means 
for auctioning a plurality of hams simultaneously; rather, the disclosed 
system is strictly tied to the sequential proceedings of e physical 
auction. Finally, this ayatam contemplates only a simple -highest bidder- 
auction where a single tot goes tu an individual high bidder. This system 
cannot handle e lot available for auction which includes a plurality of 
items and where a plurality of winning bidders sufficient to match the 
Plurality of auctioned Items exists. 



In the third group of patents related to electronic commerce, 
patenta relating to securities trading. U.S. Patents No*. 4,412.287 
entitled Automated Stock Exchange, and 6.077,666 entitled Distributed 
Matching System, disclose means for prospective buyers to post offers 
to buy a given security at a specific price and for prospective sellers to 
post offers to sell a given security at a specific pries. These automated 
systems maintain lists of buy and sell orders. If an offer to buy a 
security Is placed at a price greeter than or equal to an existing offer to 
toll that security at a given price, these systems will automatically 
consummate the trade by matching tha buyer with the seHer. While the 
securities industry uses, and these patents disclose, such terms as 
36 -auction- and "bid", they are actually referring to tha process of 

matching a set of buyers' bids with e set of sellers' prices. There is no 
auction in tha true sense of a plurality of bidders simultaneously bidding 
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In s manner accessible to all bidders and tatters In order to achieve e high 
selling price. In feet* these patented systems do not Include disclosure 
of the Rat of open buy or sell orders* thus depriving the seller of the 
ability to openly solicit the highest price for securities, instead, the 
5 market price of securities sold through these automated systems 

fluctuates up end down based upon the last successful match between 
an open buy order and an open sell order when both the buyer and seller 
have pieced orders at compatible prices. There Is no ability In such 
systems to conduct truly comp etiti ve end open Mdcfing. 

10 

The present invention overcomes the above-listed drawbacks of 
the background art by providing a method and system for conducting 
auctions and mark down sales of merchandise over a computer network 
without the aid of a human auctioneer. The system is open to bidders 

15 anywhere in the world, leading to increased bid activity. Complete end 
thorough descriptions of sli offered merchandise mey be placed on-line, 
since the costs associated with printing auction catalogs are minimized in 
an electronic medium. An euction within the inventive system may be 
conducted over a period of time, mitigating the problems of inconvenient 

20 scheduling and time zone differences. A variety of euction formats can 
be employed within the inventive system depending on the type of 
merchandise being sold. And finally, the method and system of the 
present invention can be conducted automatically without the need for a 
human auctioneer, thereby allowing for a large number of Items to be 

26 continuously auctioned. 

mimmabv net the twvamow 

To address the shortcomings of the background art. the present 
invention provides, in s computer network enabling communication 

30 between e host computer end e plurality of remote bidders, e system 
and method for transmitting and processing auction information 
implsmented as e computer program within the host end network, 
comprising posting means for posting Information across the network, 
the information being descriptive of e lot eveBoMo for purchase, bidding 

38 meone evellsbie to the bidders for submitting s plurality of bids across 

the network In response to the Information, receiving meana for receiving 
e plurality of bide sent ecross the network by the pkirellty of bidders, 
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and categorizing means for automatically categorizing tha bide aa 
aucoaaaful or unaueeaatful. 

To further addraaa that* challangoa. tha present invention 
provides, in a computer network enabling communication between a 
heat computer and a plurality of remote bidders, a system and method 
for tranamitt' •> and processing auction Information Implemented aa a 
computer program within the host and network, comprising posting 
meana for posting information across tha network, tha Information being 
descriptive of a lot available for purchase, bidding meana available to the 
bidders for submitting a plurality of bids across the network m response 
to the information, receiving means for receiving a pturatty of bids sent 
acroaa tha network by tha plurality of bidders, and cstegorizlng means 
for automatically categorizing the bids as aucoaaaful or unsuccessful. 

The present invention further provides, In a computer network 
enabling communication between e host computer and a plurality of 
remote customers, en auction Information transmission and processing 
ayatam implemented aa a computer program within the host and 
network, comprising, a march andiae database connected in 
communication with the host for storing merchandise Information, the 
marchandiae Information being descriptive of a lot available for purchase 
by a customer, a bid database in communication with tha host for 
storing bid information, the bid information being descriptive of a bid 
received from one of the remote customers, an auction manager 
Implemented in the server and In communication wrth tha databases, an 
electronic mail messenger in communication with tha auction manager 
and tha bid database, a bid validator, including meana for receiving bMa 
from tha customers, connected to the auction manager and In 
communication with the bid database, wherein the auction manager 
induoaa a cuatomer to bid acroaa tha network on a lot of marchandiae by 
posting a descriptive merchandise catalog page containing data from the 
merchandise database, the customer views across the network the 
catalog page and sends a bid to the bid validator acrota the network, the 
bid validator determines whether the bid Is valid, the bid database stores 
tha bid, tha auction manager determines whether the bid la aucoaaaful. 
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and the electronic mail moeeenger notifies the customer whether the 
customer'e bid wee determined to be successful by the bid meneger. 

To still further address the shortcomings of the background art, 
6 the present Invention provides. In e computer network enabling 

communication between e host computer and a plurality of remote 
bidders, a method of transmitting end processing auction Information 
Implemented as a computer program within the host and network, 
comprising posting Information across the network, the Information 
10 being descriptive of a lot available for purchase, submitting e plurality of 
bids across the network in response to the Information, receiving the 
plurality of bids sent across the network by the plurality of bidders, end 
automatically categorizing the bids as succesefui or unsuccessful. 

15 A primary advantage of this system is that it results in greater 

pricea for merchants as well ea broader distribution of their products. By 
incorporating an auction format which la available to e wide audience via 
electronic means, the inventive system end method results In mora 
bidders, greater demand, and hence higher prices for the seller. And 

20 because this electronic system reaches a geographically diverse 

audience, merchants' product Unas become visible in areas where their 
products are not normally distributed or advertised, resulting In increased 
sales volume without increased marketing expense. As the network 
grows, business grows. Furthermore, the electronic auction system is 

25 automatic and does not require e human eucttoneer, thereby allowing 
many individual items to be auctioned during the same time period and 
providing a decrease in costs associated with running an auction. 
Indeed, It would not be possible to operate en equivalent twenty-four 
hour per dey, seven day per week auction with potentially hundreds or 

30 even thousands of Individual Item and millions of potential bidders 
without such an inventive electronic euction method end system. 

BWff PgggPTfPM HP TUB pnamtiMt 

The eforementioned edvantegee of the Invention, ea well ea 
35 additional edvantegee thereof, wQI be more fully understood aa a result 
of a detailed description of o preferred embodiment when token in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings in which: 
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FIG. 1 Illustrate, a preferred compute environment for 
Implementing the .ywem wd m«hod of the present Invention. 

- . " Q / 2 • merchsndlM catalog peg. .merino »n item for 

o sale via elactronic auction on the Interner, World Wida Web; 

FIG. 3 depicts e bid form for bidding on en auction Item; 

10 Mto^Jltl" 0 * T ~ C ° mP0nenta ttU "™°9 • Purred 
i o embodiment of the present Invention; 

FIG. S is a flowchart illuttratino the bid validator and its method of 

operation; 



6 ta " flowchwt "'"trnttag th. action managar and it. 

method of operation; 

^J*L 7 is a flowchart l.lu«mm fl the bid manager and Its method of 

h. - V ' flCWCtWt ' ,,UItrm,n9 *■ • toctren,e "™« veneer and 
ta method of operation; 



FIG. 9 Is a flowchart illustrating the standard auction format and 
zd ttt method of operation; 

FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating the Dutch auction format and Its 
method of operation; 



FIG. 1 1 la a flowchart illustrating the progressive auction format 
and ha method of operation; 

FIG. 12 is a flowchart Illustrating the buy or bid ss*e format and Its 
method of operation; 

FIG. 13 la a flowchart Illustrating bid quantity determination and 
its method of operation; and 



9 



r - 



CA •2253543 1991-1 1 

W097/J7315 PCTO897/MSM - 

RQ. 14 Is a flowchart Illustrating tha marfcdown prica adjuatmant 
faatura of tha peasant Invention and tta method of operation. 

RETAILED DEfiCMimOSI OF A PPEFEWttEP PMHQPHSP1IT 

5 An Inventive method and system Is disclosed for conducting a 

multi-bidder, Interactive auction without using a human auctioneer to 
conduct the auction. Preferably Implemented In software, the electronic 
auction system allows a group of bidders to Interactively place bids over 
a computer or communications network, automatically records the bids, 
10 updates the bidders with the current auction status Information, closes 
the auction from further bidding when appropriate, and notifies the 
winning bidder or bidders and loser or losers as to the auction outcome. 

Tha inventive system includes e database for maintaining 
1 B descriptions of the merchandise for auction, the bide, snd other relevant 
information in a commercially available database system. Database 
searches are preferably performed periodically to check for new items to 
be made visible to potential bidders. Such periodic eearchlng allows an 
Individual charged with maintaining thia system to load relevant 
20 Information Into the database at his or her leisure* Once the database is 
loaded with information about the item end the item la scheduled for 
presentation to potential bidders, the system takes the merchandise 
information and creates a human readable catalog page for a viewing 
over a public network such ee the Internet's World Wide Web. Bidders 
25 ere then able to view the new item for auction and to place their bids. 
These catalog pages preferably contain the current high bid, bid 
increment, quantity available, merchandise description, and picture of the 
item. 

30 Upon accessing a public network and seeing en Item's catalog 

page, the bidder may press a button on the catalog page or take some 
similar action which causes a bid form to be displayed on the screen. 
The bidder then enters the information necessary to place e bid, such as 
their name end address, bid amount, payment Information, etc., and then 

38 presses a bid submission button, or takes a similar action which sends 
tha bid to the system. 
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The .ystem recdve. the eiectronlc bid Irrform.^ .nd 0~> « * 
_ ™ *IL„ aecauM this r*w bid will, in general, bo a bid for a 

** " than ^, last Md by another party, the syst.m win 

higher amount than was last wo oy _ B will then 

catalog DM*- Thle upoateo sn"°i 
regenerate the hem s catalog i pas > later aeoeat that 

show the new high bid to any prospective diow 

catalog page. 

Because moat bidder, wffl not. In general, be accessing. «» 
with new high bi ^ e "^ m " V e .^.ptocec bid. These electronic 

man notmcatton increment, etc.. and encourage 

,nf0nnrt0n ' ^rnaw and higher bid to outbid the current high 
the bidder to submit a new «™ ^low the bidder to 

bidder. Those electronic mall '^^T^mm^ -nd wndlng It 
enter a new bid by replying to the electronic men message 

back to the system. 

electronic mail message, ^"V* M M appropriate. Such an 
and than update, the ^^^^^^^^Tround of electronic 
5 oteetronle mail massage bid may further «i.a a , newrou 
5 r^notrflcatton. to go out to the recently outbid bidder.. 

th,. .rocess preferably continue, until the system detect, that the 
, ^Tl to btX^ for further bidding or another dost* 
T TZ^TxlZ***. the do« the auction by 

K> trigger la ^^'^J^ou page with the final winning bid 

'r^^or -iddar. and the U*ng bidd* or bidder.. 
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customers are presented wtth a series of descriptive merchandise catalog 
pages through which they may navigate to find hems (lots) of Interest. 
Upon finding e lot of interest, customers may click e button on screen to 
display e form for placing a Md on the lot. After submitting this bid. the 
electronic auction system records the bid end updates the lot's 
merchandise catalog page to show the current high bid or bids end to 
whom such bids ere attributable. When the auction is dosed, after a 
period of no bidding activity, at a predetermined time, or when e desired 
sales volume is reached, the electronic auction system notifies the 
winning end losing bidders by electronic mail end posts e list of the 
winning hidden on the dosed lot's merchandise catalog page. 

The present invention is preferably implemented aa a computer 
program 248 running on s central server host computer 280, shown in 
FIG. 1, attached to a wide area network 275 accessible by many 
potential customers through remote termineis 210. A preferred network 
for implementing the present invention is the Internet which is accessible 
by a significant percentage of the world population, although the 
network may also be e local area or limited area accessible network. 
Potential customers are presented at screen 280 with merchandise 
catalog pages, such es the one shown in FIG. 2, generated by 
merchandise catalog page generator 25 shown in FIG. 4. Each 
merchandise catalog page includes several action buttons 5 that allow 
the customer to move from catalog page to catalog page and to place 
bids using keyboard 240 and pointing device 260. The user may call up 
an index of evailable merchandise by pressing button 7 or may return to 
e central home page by pressing button 9. 

By pressing bid button 1 in FK3. 2, ths customer is presented with 
a bid form such as the one shown in FIG. 3. The customer fills out ths 
required information in the bid form end presses "Place Bid* button 2 to 
send the bid to the electronic auction system for processing. Other 
equivalent means for submitting s bid could be used, as understood by 
those skiilsd in the art to which the present Invention pertains. 

FIG. 4 illustrates a high level Mock diagram of the electronic 
auction system of the present invention. As shown, information from 
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Wd form 20 It rroelved by the electron* auction system whan H Is 
processed by bid validator 21. Bid validator 21 examines the bid 
information antarad by tha customar on bid form 20 to ensure that tha 
bid is properly formatted, st\ necessary data Is present, and tha data 
5 vetoes antarad look creifibJo. Exemplary functions of bid validator 21 
indude verifying credit card information entered by the customer, 
checking that a complete name and shipping address has been entered, 
that tha proper state abbreviation and zip coda have been entered, that 
an appropriete bid amount has been entered, end that e telephone or 
10 fecsimile number hss been entered. Once tha bid information has been 
validated, the bid validator 21 places the bid m bid database 31. 

Auction manager 26 preferably frequently queries the bid database 
31 to see if any new bids have been placed. If new bids are found 
1 6 during the query, then auction manager 26 calculates the current high 

bidder or bidders and instructs merchandise catalog page generator 25 to 
regenerate a catalog page with ttr dated bid information. 

Auction manager 26 is also responsible for opening end closing 
20 auctions. This entoQs making merchancfise lots available for bidding by 
customers and disabling their associated buy or bid features on the 
merchandisa pages that have bean posted to potential bidders but have 
doeed. When auction manager 26 determines that a new lot should be 
opened for bidding or an available lot should be dosed, it Instructs 
25 merchandisa catalog page generator 26 to create or update the 
merchandisa catalog pages for the appropriate lots. 

BactrorHc moil messenger 27 frequently queries bid databaae 31 
for bids recently marked by euction manager 26 as having been outbid or 

30 es having won an item in e recently doeed auction. If such bids are 
found, tha electronic may messenger 27 formats an appropriate 
alactronic mai notification message 24 and sends this message to the 
customer. Many customers read their electronic mail throughout the 
day, making this a convenient mechanism for keeping them informed 

35 about tha status of merchandisa on which they are actively Mddbtg. 

BMdsrs may reply to en electronic mafl no tification message 24 Informing 
them that they have been outbid by including en increased bid amount in 
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the reply message. An electronic men bid 22 sent In reply to the 
nottflcetion Is received by the electronic suction system end processed 
by bid vslidstor 21 es described above. 

5 RQ. 5 Illustrates in deteH the procedure of bid vslidatlon es 

sccompilehed by bid vaBdstor 21 shown in HQ. 4. A bid Is received by 
bid vslidstor 21 end the customer is looked up at step 41 in customer 
database 28. If no customer record exists for the customer then a new 
customer record Is crested 42 and placed In customer database 28. 

10 From there, the bid information Is vettdated 43 es previously described. 
If the bid data Kndudes one or more errors, then en error massaoe Is 
returned 44 to the bidder, preferably in the form of a weft-formatted 
paoe posted across the network, Itemizing the errors found in the bid. If 
the bid Is vsUd, es found In stsp 43, then the bid Is pieced 46 in bid 

15 database 31. 

RQ. 6 provides a dstallsd Oustratton of the procedures carried out 
by suction manager 26. Auction manager 26 Is prsferebly a 
continuously running system, that begins by getting the current time es 

20 at step 61. It then checks to see If eny new items for sale are to be 
opened by exemining the m e r c ha nd ise database to sse if any new 
merchendise items ere scheduled to be made available for bidiflng by 
customers at or before the current time. Operator 300, or soms 
automated substitute, may upload merchandise end scheduBng 

25 information to ths datsbsse, ss shown in RG. 1. If new merchendise 
items era scheduled for posting, these items ere opened for bidding 62. 
The auction manager then examines ths merchentfso database to see If 
«iy merchandise Items are scheduled to be doced from customsr 
bftdtfng. If so, these Iteme ere closed from bidding 53. Auction manager 

30 26 then exsmtnes ths merchemfise dstsbase to see if any merchandise 
Items posted with a price markdown feature sre scheduled to have their 
prices adjusted. If so, the prices of thess Items ere ed|usted 54 in 
sccordartce with the particular Item's price edjustmsrtt parameters. Such 
parameters may include bidding ecdvrty over time, emount of bids 

35 received, and nurtber of Items bid for. Auction manager 26 then 

updetes 56 the Wd list for open Items by r ec alcula tin g the current high 
bidder list end regsnsradng the merchendise catalog pages 66 to reflect 
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these inw bids. This rap I* more fully described below with r efer ence 
to RG. 7. 

R6. 7 Illustrates tho procedures carried out by the bid manager In 
updating the bid list for open items 86 as shown In RG. 6. The bid 
menager begins by checking 61 if there ere more merchandise items to 
be processed. If such Kerns are found, the bid manager selects 62 a 
merchandise item to process end queries 64 the bid database for bids for 
this item. Theee bids are sorted 66 using e variety of diffe r ent priority 
ranking schemes depending upon the suction method and system used 
for the particular merchandise Item, es described in more detail below. 
Then, the bide ere marked 66 as either successful or unsuccessful 
depending upon the bid price of the respective bide and the quantity of 
the item being bid on relative to the quantity of the item being 
auctioned, in a pref e rred embodiment a quantity of an Item may be put 
up for auction, end individual bidders may bid on any quantity of the 
item desired, up to the quentity of the item being auctioned. 

The bid menager then checfca 67 to see if there are eny active 
proxy bids marked as unsuccessful. A proxy bid is a special bid type 
that allows auction manager 26 to automatically bid on the bidder's 
behalf up to a limited emount eetsbfished by the bidder when his or her 
Initial bid is placed. The euction manager wifl increese the bid es 
necessary up to the Dmtt amount. This feature ettows the customer to 
get the lowest possible price without exceeding e limit preferably 
established when the bid te entered. If there are active proxy bide 
marked as unsuccessful, then the bid manager Increments 69 the proxy 
bids by a preset bid increment. This procedure of sorting 68 marking 66 
bids and incrementing 69 the proxy bids as required continues untfl 
either there ere no additional proxy bids marked as unsuccessful or the 
proxy Bmits have been reeched on the proxy bids. At this point, bid 
database 31 is updated 68 with the marked bids. This process Is then 
repeated for each merchandise lot open at the current time for bidding 
by customers. 

HQ. 8 Bkistrates the procedures carried out by electronic mail 
messenger 27 which notifies bidden when they have been outbid. 

IB 
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WHh this Information, that he or ehe has been 

outbid. Once constructed, w «««u 
to the bidder es shown at WP 86. 
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^ tK « various component* of th« titciroroc 
reCOB TlT^^"*"^ m a verity of *«y. ma 
«*» MmmU "^^rVd^Tl. ruction mans** 26. and 

eteCtr0nlC ^ZC!-nlro^«.. Em* of the- component. 
"^"JLr^ ru^l of the dm**— to ^ If -ny^lng 
periodically checks at least J™' ^ take action 

^ to the. direct mw-gas 

^^her^Tor 2 eT^T^n. of prog- aubroutlne. 

component to update its state. 

aueeassful bidders will, m general, w « 

.w_ et.nrf.rd Auction format where bid manager 

55.^rnTO.6.d«^^^-- Bid manager 65 begins by 
38 ur^coassful. a. shown In sw 68 In F» ^ ^ njm aWn fl to 
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5 hem bid upon is available. "» unsuccessful. 

29. H not. th." ZZm <u™*y «™ »* 
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quantity can be aatiefied. a. oaw remaining, recorded in 

10 — to d^lrT SCn. « ^ 

auction database 29. a afi and if, a* detarminad at ttap 97. 

quantity remaining to oacramanttd 96. ano n. a. 
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mth. Dutch Auction form^ 
there wfll be a range ot „*rchandi»e but at the tame price 

for all successful bidders, me pus- 

26 . ,h- outch Auction formst whereby Wd menaBer 

RG. 10 illuetraw the mark 66 a. successful or 

check***- tf the ow » w . . m9mg% 03 the bid Is marked as 
rr-rchandto. torn. « ia.Wth.bW quantity 

unrucca-fu.99. if ^^^Z, ft* the bid to nw*d 
rr-yb.-ttoftoo. ^ ^t«« bW «M*ttty can be aetbjfled. then the 

o^nwned 96 by the bid quantity. Attrus 
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recorded 117. The MlnWin price Is the price ebovo which a new bidder 
mutt bid in order to be successful in the Dutch Auction format wars the 
auction to dose at that moment. The MlnWin price is, in general, the bid 
price of the lowest bid that Is marked as successful. After recording the 
MlnWin price at step 1 17, where there ere still bids remaining to be 
marked, as determined at step 97, the next highest bid Is selected 98 
end the steps of FIG. 10 are repeated. 

The electronic auction system of the present invention also 
Includes a 'Progressive Auction* format, wherein the electronic euction 
system awards the merchandise to the top bidders based on price bid. 
As with the Dutch Auction format, the highest price Wds ere awarded 
the me r ch and ise up to the quantity available of the Item being auctioned. 
However, unlike the Dutch Auction format, the system awards the 
merchandise to the successful bidders at different prices depending on 
the quantity bid. In a preferred embodiment, e successful bidder for e 
single unit of an Item Is awarded the Kern at the price of the lowest 
successful bid for a single unit of the Item. A successful bidder for e 
higher quantity of the seme Item Is awarded the hern at the price of the 
lowest successful bid at that quantity or any lower quantity. For 
example, e successful bidder for s quantity of five would pay the lowest 
price for any successful bid for quantity one through five of the hem. 
The price paid for a given quantity Is termed the "MlnWin* price for that 
quantity. The Progressive Auction format ensures that successful 
bidders for s quantity of an Hern pay the lowest price paid by any other 
successful bidder at that quantity level or below. Use of this format 
leads to lower prices for those who successfully bid on larger quantities 
of an item, provides an Impetus for volume buying, and therefore leads 
to greater sales volume. 

RQ. 1 1 Illustrates the Progressive Auction format, wherein bid 
manager 58 shown in RQ. 6 determines which bids to msric ee 
successful or unsuccessful 86 as shown In RG. 7. Bid manager 88 
begins by sorting 131 the bids by smount of the bid. If there ere bids 
remaining to be processed, as determined at step 87, the highest bid Is 
selected 98 to be checked. If the bid Is determined to be below the 
minimum bid oflowed for the particular merchandise Item at stsp 93, the 
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bid Is marked as unsuccessful 89. If not. the bid la checked at step 94 
to aee If the bid quantity can be satisfied. If not, then the bid is marked 
99 as unsuccessful. If the bid quantity la checked and found to be 
satisfied at step 94, then the bid is marked es successful 96 and the 
Item Quantity remaining is decremented 96 by the bid quantity. The 
Win Win price is then recorded 137. The MinWIn price Is the price above 
which a new bidder must bid in order to be successful in the Progressive 
Auction format were the auction to doee at that moment. The ItinWin 
price Is. in general, the bid price of the lowest bid at the current bid 
quantity or lower that la marked ee successful. After recording the 
MlnWin price 137. If there are sttl bids remaining to be marked, the next 
highest bid la selected 98 and the steps of RG. 11 are repeated. 

The electronic auction system also Includes a *Buy Or Bid' format 

wherein the electronic auction system awards merchandise to bidders 

who place bide at or above a posted selling price. The Item remains for 

sale until the available quantity la purchased. Bids that are below the 

poeted selling price ere maintained In reserve by the system, if a certain 

aalea volume is not achieved Jn a specified period of time, the electronic 

euctlen system eutomaticaUy reduces the price by a predetermined 

emount or e predetermined percentage of the price end updates the 

merchandise catalog page accortfingjy. The lower price may be at or 

below soma of the bids already in the bid database, H such bids are 

present, they are then converted to orders and the quantity available is 

reduced eccordingly. Similarly, If a certein sales volume is exceeded in a 

specified period of time, the electronic auction system automatically 

fncreeaes the price by e set emount or by e set percentage ot the price 

end updates the merchandise page accordingly. These automatic price 

changes ellow the seller to respond quickly to merket conditions whie 

keeping the price of the merchandise es high es possible to the seders 

* 

oenern* 

PICS- 12 illustrate the Buy Or Bid format whereby bid manager 88, 
at shown in FIG. 6, datarminas which bids to mark as successful or 
unsuccessful 66. as shown in HQ. 7. Bid manager SB bagins by sorting 
181 tho bids by amount. If thara ara bids remaining to bo processad, as 
determined at stop 87, the highest bid Is saisctod 98 to be checked. If 
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the bid Is below the current price cf the merchandise item, es determined 
at 93. then the bid la marked 89 unauccetaful. If the bid ia not below 
the current price, as determined at 93, then the bid is cheeked 94 to aee 
If the bid quantity can be satisfied. If not. the bM is marked as 
B unsuccessful 99. If tha bid quantity can be satisfied, then the bid is 
converted Into en order 188 at the current price of the Item end the 
item's quantity remaining la decremented 96. The bida remaining to be 
processed, as determined at 97, are then checked and the steps of FIG. 
11 are repeated. From time to time, the current price of the 
10 merchandise item may be raised or lowered either by manual input from 
en operator 300 as shown in FKS. 1 or by automatically using the 
"markdown" feature described below with reference to FIG. 14. 

FIG. 13 illustrates in more detail the step of determining if the bid 
1B quantity can be satisfied 94. if tha bid quantity is determined to be less 
than the available quantity of the merchandise item at atop 171. then the 
test is found satisfied at step 174. If not. then the bid is checked at 172 
to see if the bidder b wffling to accept a reduced quantity. Preferably, 
when placing a bid. the bidder indicates Its willingness to accept e partial 
20 quantity in the event that an Insufficient quantity of the Kern is available 
to satisfy the bid if successful, if the bidder Is found wffling to accept e 
reduced quantity at 172. then the test is found satisfied at 174. If not. 
the test fails at 173 and the bid is marked aa unsuccessful at, for 
example, 99 In FIG. 9. 

26 

The electronic auction system also includes a "markdown? feature, 
wherein the electronic auction system of the present invention awards 
merchandise to buyers who place orders at the currently posted seffing 
price. The item remains on sale until the evaOable quantity is purchased. 

30 if a certain soles volume is not achieved In a specified period of time, the 
electronic auction eystem automatically reduces the price by e set 
amount or e set p er c en ta ge and updates the merchandise catalog page 
accordingly. This lower price encouraged buyara to tate advantage of 
the new price, if e certain sales volume is exceeded in e specified period 

36 of time, the electronic auction eystem automatically Increases the price 
by a cot amount or a set p e rce nta ge and updatea the merchandise page 
accordingly. These automatic price changes allow tha system to 
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respond to mirkit c omflt ton i while keeping the prfees of the 
merchandise as high es possible to the seller's benefit. 

PIG. 14 ttustrstes the Marftcdown price adjustment feature 
5 whereby auction manager 26, ea shown In FIG. 4, periodically adjust* 64 
the sales prices or minimum bid prices, of the merchendlse items 
according to e predetermined schedule as shown in FIG. 6. If more 
merchandise Items are found in the merchandise database at 181, a 
merchandise item is selected 183 for Marfcdown. If a Marfcdown event 

10 has occurred for the hem, es determined at 184. the Item'e price is 
adjusted 1 85 according to the schedule preset for the individual Item. 
Alternatively, the adjustment could be relative to prices offered for the 
merchandise. The merchandise Item is then updated 188 In the database 
with the new sale price or minimum bid price. The steps of FIG. 14 are 

1 5 then repeated for each successive merchandise Item m the merchendlse 
database. 

The electronic auction system of the present invention preferably 
Indudea a "Proxy Bidding* feature that may be applied to any of the 

20 auction formate described above. FIG. 7 fully describes auction manager 
26 Including the Proxy Bidding feature. When Proxy Bidding is 
employed, a bidder places a bid for the maximum amount they ere 
wflBng to pay. The electronic auction system, however, only displays 
the amount necessary to win the item up to the amount of the currently 

25 high proxy bide of other bidders. Typically, the currently high bids 
display an amount that is one bidding Increment above the second 
highest bid or bids, although a percen ta ge above the second highest bids 
may be used as well. When e new bidder places a bid that is above e 
currently displayed high Wd, the proxy feature will. In general, cause the 

30 currently high bid to move up to en emount higher then the new bid, up 
to the maximum amount of the currently high bidder's proxy bid. Once a 
new bidder places e Wd In excess of the currently high bidder's proxy 
bid, the new bid becomes the current high bid and the previous high bid 
becomes the second highest bid. This feature allows bidders to 

35 participate in the electronic auction without revealing to the other 

bidders the extent to which they are willing to Increase the* bids, whQe 
meintainlng control of their maximum bid without closely monitoring the 
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bvt^lnvnttv tyt-m. Th. fe«ur. guarantee* proxy bidder* th. 
tovMSt pouibto price up to • apeemed maximum wtthout requiring 
frequent taquWea aa to the mm of the bidding. 

Ono •kUed in the art to which the preeent Irtventton pertain, wffl 
recognize that . vwiety of drfhwerrt «uctton formats may be bnp^nt^ 
^^totho-d-crtb^-.ov.. Or-.^d^tt-.rtw«^»o 
1^T*« th. .toctronte .uctlon ay«.m of the pr^ Invention can 
"nX • -FK-tmg Coring TUn." future wt.^ ruc^on for a_ 
paittotor Kmt. * .iton-tlcrtv do«d If no now bld*ww^wrOTn 
apradatarmlnedtim.lntarval. TW. feature would WP«M*^be 
^nptomantad In a tnonnor similar to that used to dose * uc ^f2* l ^«!^ 
STL ahown at M p 53 « FIG. 6. TW. feature fore., tha^g 
v^L to occur within a Mortar amount of time than would crthamtee 
^^Tb^u*. Nddw ar. aware that th. Item wfl. automatic** 

tZl ZZl tit*, to atay active In tha bidding pre~* to ^ 
2eT. of en tem before rn**rnum. and mot PW««££»£ 
^Mnan-n.d. Th. Fk-dng Oodng Tim. ^J^*™" 
ZLTb- auction*! during . parted of time alnc. .** l»m cto-d 
o^T T-tMtV the bttfing p*od ^prc^^ojjn 
^M^jlanath ea I. th. en. when an Item doaas at a preeet date and 
ST^^Cae-r, Tim. f«ure of the pn«nt lnv««lonm.y be 
^'ov^^^conCt^ with or Ino^nd-n <rf a ffced ctertng 
ZZZ^Z*- ^employed In eon,uncdon ^£ 
■ \L - I( *ton ia doMd rttner whan the preset fbted time parted has 
1^^£ZL nob^actMtv- ooc^n^ . 

J^a-tt-Wddtegactrv^ 

a aanaral daacriptlon of the present Invention aa waU aa a 

,]«^.r*be.b».top«*^ 

Tf!^irL«ibad whleh fall within tn. teaettoga of tWa btventlon. 
and aystem describee wracn to- . ^ present Invention 

For oxarnple, although a preferred ernbodlriiem of tiie preMm 
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chooses winnlno bids according to monetary amount Included In the bid 
preference for bids may alio bo determined according to time of 
submission, quantity of msrchandiM bid for. total bid value, or soma 
othar combination of thaaa charaeterietlcs. Accordingly, all aueh 
modification! and addition! are deemed to be within tha scope of tha 
Invention which is to ba limited only by tha claims appended hereto 
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What ta cttfcned ta: 

1. In a computer network enabling communication between e 

5 host computer and a pturattty of romota bWdara, an auction Inf orm a tion 
tranamiaalon and procecalng tyttam Impleme n ted aa a eomputar program 
within atfd boat and network, aaW tyttam com prisin g: 

potting maant tar potttnQ Information aoroat aald network, itfd 
In for ma tion balno descriptive of a lot cvattaMe for purehooe; 
1 0 bidding maant available to aald blddara for aubmtttlng a pbrattty off 

blda aerott aald network In roaponaa to tald Information; 

rooalvino meene for receiving a plurality of blda aam acroaa taid 
network by ttid plurality of blddara; and 

categorMng maant for automatically categorizing aald bldt aa 
16 aucoaaaful or unaucccaaful. 

2. Tha tyttam of eWm 1 wherein aald potting maant Indudaa a 
marctwtdlaa catalog pagt generator. 

20 3. Tna tyttam of cMm 1 wherein aaM rooaMng meant tndudaa a 

bid ttoraga datoboae. 

4. Tha ayetem of datan 1 wherein aald ca teg or izin g maant 
Indudaa m oon o for tocramamaRy Incroatlng an unaucoaaaful bid In 
28 raaponao to a auccaaaful bid* 

8* Tha tyttam of delm 1 further comprising notifying matnt for 
automatically no tifying aach one off taid blddara of the category of their 
mapoetivo blda. 

ao 

6* The ayetam off claim 6 whereto aald notifying meent Indudee 
meene for automatically generating electronic mail mettogce* 

7* The eyatMi off dakn B wherein tald notifying meent Indudca 
38 meene for Including aUtt of eucecetfcri Wdt with taid deec rt pthre 
■iimuiauun. 
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8. The system of delm 8 wherein ssld notifying nwani Includes 
means for ineludlnfl a list of unsuccassful bids with said descriptive 
Information. 

9. The system of dalm 6 wherein said notifying means includes 
means for including a list of successful and unsuccessful bids with said 
descriptive Information. 

10. The system of daim 5 wherein said notifying meant Indudea 
means for accessing said Information and including at least a portion of 
said Information In a message to a bidder. 

11. The system of claim 1 further comprising bid validation means 
for validating the authenticity of each one of said bids. 

12. The system of daim 1 wherein said categorizing means 
induces means for comparing a first bid to a second bid and determining 
which of said first and second bids represents a greater monetary value. 

13. The system of dalm 1 wherein said categorizing means 
includes means for compering the monetary value of each of said bids to 
a minimum bid. 

14. The system of daim 1 wherein said categorizing means 
inekides means for determining whether a first one of sold bids is lower 
than a minimum bid, and if so, labeling said first bid as unsuccessful. 

18. The system of daim 1 wherein said categorizing means 
induces means for comparing a first time of submission of s first bid to 
s second time of submission of e second bid. 

18. The system of dabn 1 wherein sold categorizing means 
Indudes mesne for comparing a first quantity of merchandise in e first 
bid to a second eusmrty of merchandise In a second bid. 

17. The system of daim 1 wherein said categorizing means 
includes means for comparing a first total value of • Ant bid to a second 
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total value of a sacond bid. wharaln said first total valua ia comprisad of 
a first merchandtsa quantity multiplied by a first prlea and said sacond 
total valua is comprisad of a sacond marchandisa quantity multiplied by a 
sacond pries* 

5 

18. In a computer network enabling communication between a 
host computer end e plurality of remote customers, an auction 
information transmission and processing system implemented as a 
computer program within said host end network, said system 

10 comprising: 

a merchandise database connected in communication with said 
host for storing merchandise information, said merchandise Information 
being descriptive of e lot available for purchase by a customer; 

e bid database in communication with seld host for storing bid 
1 5 information, seld bid information being descriptive of e bid received from 
one of said remote customers; 

an auction manager implemented in said server and in 
communication with said databases; 

an electronic mail messenger in communication with said auction 
20 manager and said bid database; 

e bid validator. Including means for receiving bide from said 
customers, connected to said auction manager and In communication 
with said bid database; 

wherein said auction maneger induces s customer to bid across 
25 said network on a lot of merchandise by posting e descriptive 

merchandise catalog page containing data from said merchandise 
database, said customer views across said network said catalog page 
end sends a bid to said bid validator across said network, said bid 
validator determines whether seid bid is valid, said bid database stores 
30 said bid, said auction manager determines whether said Ud is successful, 
and said electronic man meeaengor notifies said customer whether said 
customer's bid wes determined to be successful by said bid manager. 

19. The system of clelm 18 wherein said auction manager 
35 indudaa: 

means for opening a lot to bidding by said customers acrors 
said network at a predeter mi ned time; 
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msans for automatically doting said tot from bidding in 
response to bidding activity for said lot. 

20. The system of claim 18 wherein said auction manager 
includes: 

means for adjusting eaid information contained in said 
merchandise database. 

21. The system of deim 18 wherein said adjusted information is a 
minimum price set for said lot. 

22. In a computer network anabOng communication between a 
host computer end a plurality of remote Didders, a method of 
trensmittino and processing suction information implemented as a 
computer program within said host and network, said method comprising 
the steps of: 

posting information across said network, said information being 
descriptive of a lot available for purchase; 

submitting a plurality of bids serosa said network In response to 
said information; 

receiving said plurality of bids sent across said network by said 
piuraBty of bidders; and 

automaticaiy categorizing eaid bids as successful or unsuccessful. 

23. The method of claim 22 wherein said posting step includes 
generation of a merchandise catalog page. 

24. The method of deim 22 wherein said receiving step includes 
storing said bids in a bid storage database. 

25. The method of dakn 22 wherein said automatically 
categorizing step indudee incrementally Increasing en unsuccessful bid In 
response to e successful bid. 

28. The method of deim 22 further comprteing automatically 
notifying each one of said Udders of the category of their respective 
bids. 

27 
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27. The method of claim 26 wherein said eutomaticatty notifying 
stop includes generating electronic mall messages. 

28. The method of claim 26 wherein said automatically notifying 
step Includes Including a list of successful bids with said descriptive 
Information* 

29. The method of daim 26 wherein said automatical notifying 
step Includes Includng a list of unsuccessful bids with said descriptive 

information. 

30. The method of daim 26 wherein said automatically notifying 
step Includes Inducting a list of successful and unsuccessful bids with 
said descriptive Inf orma tion. 

31 The method of daim 26 wherein said automatically notifying 
step indudee accessing said information and inducting at least a portion 
of said in f orm a t io n In a message to s bidder. 

32. The method of daim 22 further com pr i sin g validating the 
authenticity of said bids. 

33. The method of ddm 22 wherein edd automatically 
categorizing step Indudee comparing a first bid to a second bid end 
determining which of said first end second bids is greater. 

34. The method of daim 22 wherein add automatically 
categorizing step indudee compering eech one of said bids to a minimum 
bid and determining which is greater. 

36. The method of deim 22 wherein sdd automatically 
ca te gor i zi ng step Includes determining whether e first one of said bide is 
lower than a minimum bid, and If so, labeling edd first bid ee 
unauccaasful. 
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36. The method of dalm 22 wherein said automatically 
categorizing step Includes compering e first time of submission of e first 
bid to s second time of submission of s second bid. 

37. The method of dalm 22 wherein said automatically 
categorising step Includes compering a first quantity of merchandise In e 
first bid to a second quantity of merchandise In e eecond bid. 

38. The method of claim 22 wherein said eutcmaticelly 
categorizing step includes comparing a first total value of a first bid to a 
second total value of e second bid. wherein said first total value to 
comprised of a first msrehsndise quantity multiplied by a first price and 
said second total value Is comprised of a second merchandise quantity 
multiplied by a second price. 

39. The method of dalm 22 wherein ssid automatically 

categorizing step includes: 

sorting said pluralty of bfds according to bid value; 

setting s minimum required bid value for eetd bids; 

selecting a first bid from s first bidder, said first bid having a 
highest bid value of said plurality of bids; 

comparing saM first bid value to said minimum required valua; 

If ssJd vamie of said first bid Is below said minimum required value, 
categorizing said first bid as unsuccessful; 

if said vahie of said first bid Is not below said minimum required 
value, comparing a quantity of items bid for in said first bid to a quantity 
avaflabte; and 

rf said quantity of Items bid for Is not above said quantity 
available, categorizing said first bid as successful. 

40. The method of claim 39 wherein ssid bid value comprises e 
price bid for a single Ham. 

41. The method of daim 39 wHerelnsahl bid value cornprtoes said 
quantity of items Md for. 
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42 The method of claim 39 wherein said bid vslue comprises uM 
quantity of items bid for multiplied by o price bid for each Item. 

43. The method of claim 39 wherein said minimum bid value is 
about zero. 

44. The method of claim 39 further comprising, if said quantity of 
items bid for is above said quantity available, categorizing said first bid 
as unsuccessful. 

46. The method of dalm 39 further comprising, if said quantity of 
Items bid for Is above said quantity available, checking said bid for 
permission to substitute a quantity not above said quantity avsBable. 

46. The method of claim 39 further comprising marking a first 
successful bid ass minimum winning bid, said first successful bid having 
a lowest bid value among a plurality of successful bids. 

47. The method of dalm 39 further comprising marking a first 
succeaaful bid for a first quantity of Hams as a minimum winning bid for 
•aM first quantity, said first successful bid having a lowest bid value 
among a plurality of successful bids for at least said first quantity of 
items. 

48. The method of dalm 22 wherein said automatically 
ca te go r iz ing step includes: 

setting s minimum required bid value for said bids; 
selecting a first bid from a first bidder having a first bid value; 
comparing said first bid value to said minimum required value; 
If eeW first bid value la not below said minimum required value, 
categorizing said first bid as successful. 

49. The method of dalm 48, further comprising: 

compering e quantity of items bid for in said first bid to a quantity 
avaftaMe and if said quantity bid for Is above said quantity evoOable, 
categorizing said first bid ae unsuccessful. 
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SO. The method of dalm 48. further comprising: 
If said quantity of (tarns bid for Is not above said quantity 
available, categorizing ssW first bid as successful. 



61. The method of dalm 48, further comprising: 
comparing a quantity of Items bid for In said first Md to a quantity 
available and if said quantity of items bid for Is above said quantity 
available, cheeking said bid for permission to substitute a quantity not 
above said quantity eveflabie. 

52. The method of dalm 48 further comprising resetting said 
minimum required bid, end rf said first bid value is not below said reset 
minimum required value, categorizing said first bid as successful. 
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List Price: $129.95 
Minim Bid: $1.00 
Bid Increment: $2.00 
Quant icy Available: 16 

Auction closes on Fri Mar 29, 1996 1:00 PST. 
Salaa Foraat: Puteh auction 

The current high bidders are: 

Bano. HV. Tua Mar 26. 3:27 pa ($25.00. 1) 
Fateraburg. VA. Tua Mar 26, 4: 18 P» ^I^.OO^) 
Corinth. TX. Tua Mar 26, 3:43 ($17.00, >: | "TOR THE WOT 
Grand Prairie. TX. Tua Mar 26, 4:24 pa ($ 7.00, 1) 
Cartridge, MA* Tua Mar 26. 2:43 ($15.00. 1) 
St Laurent, PQ. Tua Mar 26, 2:52 pa CJ1S.00. »> 
Scranton, PA, Tua Mar 26. 2:59 pa ($ 3.00. I) 
Evansville. IB. Tua Mar 26. 3:01 pa <*^.00, 1) 
Coluabia. SC. TUe Mar 26. 3:12 pa ($15.00. 2) 
Caia.rrill., PL, Tua Mar 26. 3:40 »» (I";"*" 
Vaabington. HC, Tua Mar 26. 3:15 pa ($ 3.00, 1) 
Uuivereity Para. PA. Tua Mar 26. *'» £19.00, D 
Evansville. IH, Tua Mar 26, 2:45 pa ($5.00, I) 
Goshen, ET, Tua Mar 26. 2:59 pa ($5.00, 2 out of 16) 
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NOTICE: It is e violation of lew to aaka bids in a felae nana or with 
an invalid c tad it card, even if tha to ft ware initially aeeapta such a 
bid. Pie as t ba aware that even if you do not give ua your real naaa, 
your web farovaer tranaaita a unique internet eddreaa to ua t which can 
be used by lav enforcement officials to identify you. 

Minimus Bid: $1.00 
Bid inc resent: $2.00 

Bid (price not to exceed): 
Quantity: 

The quantity you request aay not always be available. Click hare if you 
are not willing to accept a reduced quantity. [j 

Applicable seles tax, if any, will be added to your order . 



If you enter your 0HSALE account nuaber, you only need to enter your 
first naae (for aecurity) in the Shipping address erea below. 

Account ttuaber: (Optional) 
Shipping Address; 
First Naae: 
Lest Naae: 
Streel I : 
Street2: 
City: 

St ate /Province; 
Zip Code: 
Country: 
Eaail Address: 
Daytiae Phone: 
Right tine Phone: 

PAIS 

four""credit card TuabeTTs requireTTo™quarantee your bid. Your card will 
not be charged unless your bid is successful. Only Visa end MasterCard 
cards are accepted. 

Credit Card f : 
Expiration Date: Month (e.g. "07") Yeer 

(Optional) Credit cerd billing address if different f roa shipping 
address; 

Maae as on Cerd: 
Street I : 
Street2: 

City: 

Stete/ Province: 
Zip Code: 
Country: 

(Optional) You can enter e coaaent for displsy on screen with your bid. 
Cosxeent: 

Click here if you do not want OMSAL E to keep yo u i nformed of curr ent high 
bids vie electronic aail.[j 2% ~~ 
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